
    
 

A Night at the State Library Presents: 

A Way Across the Mountain with Scott Stine 

Wednesday, August 9, 2017 
Sacramento, Calif. – In July 1833, Joseph Walker embarked on a journey across the Sierra to California with a 

company of fifty-eight fur trappers, two hundred horses, and a year’s provisions. Although the expedition was long 

credited with the first non-Native American discovery of the Yosemite Valley, research by Professor Scott Stine has 

revealed this as a myth. Professor Stine has used his expertise in geomorphology, hydrography, and biogeography to 

reconstruct this journey by embarking on the same path himself. Using first-hand accounts of the Walker’s Brigade 

field clerk, Zenas Leonard, he discovered that this Yosemite myth has little basis in fact, and that Walker’s journey 

took him well north of Yosemite Valley. Join Professor Stine at the California State Library for a lively discussion of 

his book, how he traced Walker’s steps, and the discoveries he made along the way.  

 WHAT:  A Night at the State Library 

WHERE:         Stanley Mosk Library and Courts Building 
914 Capitol Mall, Sacramento, CA 95814 
  

WHEN:           Wednesday, August 9 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with light refreshments  
Program runs from 6 - 7 p.m.  

 

The event is free with RSVP on Eventbrite. 
 
For more information contact Deborah Lynch, Deborah.lynch@library.ca.gov or 916-651-6452. 
 
 
A Night at the California State Library continues the State Library’s long tradition of successfully connecting 
Californians to our collective history through its special events and is made possible by generous donations from the 
California State Library Foundation.  
 
About the California State Library Founded in 1850, California State Library  is the central reference and research 
library for the Governor’s office, Legislature, state employees, and the general public. The State Library leads and 
promotes innovative library services by providing and managing state and federal funding programs to ensure all 
Californians have access via their libraries to information and educational resources. 
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